
Cozy Reads Book Club list of books for September 2023-March, 2024 

The Cozy Reads Book Club meets the 3rd Thursday of the month via Zoom from 7-8 pm. New 

people are always welcome to join. This is great way to meet new people at UUCA and have fun 

conversations.  

Link: https://uucava-

org.zoom.us/j/86431166987?pwd=Q2VWazBQcnRVTzgvOEFibERHYXQ2dz09 

 

Passcode if needed:  1948 

September  

 

 
 
Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman 
 

Four septuagenarians with a few tricks up their sleeves 
A female cop with her first big case 
A brutal murder 
Welcome to... 
THE THURSDAY MURDER CLUB 
 
In a peaceful retirement village, four unlikely friends meet weekly in the Jigsaw Room to discuss 
unsolved crimes; together they call themselves the Thursday Murder Club.  
 

https://uucava-org.zoom.us/j/86431166987?pwd=Q2VWazBQcnRVTzgvOEFibERHYXQ2dz09
https://uucava-org.zoom.us/j/86431166987?pwd=Q2VWazBQcnRVTzgvOEFibERHYXQ2dz09


When a local developer is found dead with a mysterious photograph left next to the body, the 
Thursday Murder Club suddenly find themselves in the middle of their first live case. As the 
bodies begin to pile up, can our unorthodox but brilliant gang catch the killer, before it's too late? 

October 

 

The Violin Conspiracy by Brendan Slocumb 

Growing up Black in rural North Carolina, Ray McMillian’s life is already mapped out. If he’s 
lucky, he’ll get a job at the hospital cafeteria. If he’s extra lucky, he’ll earn more than minimum 
wage. But Ray has a gift and a dream—he’s determined to become a world-class professional 
violinist, and nothing will stand in his way. Not his mother, who wants him to stop making such 
a racket; not the fact that he can’t afford a violin suitable to his talents; not even the racism 
inherent in the world of classical music. When he discovers that his great-great-grandfather’s 
beat-up old fiddle is actually a priceless Stradivarius, all his dreams suddenly seem within reach. 
Together, Ray and his violin take the world by storm. But on the eve of the renowned and 
cutthroat Tchaikovsky Competition—the Olympics of classical music—the violin is stolen, a 
ransom note for five million dollars left in its place. Ray will have to piece together the clues to 
recover his treasured Strad ... before it’s too late. With the descendants of the man who once 
enslaved Ray’s great-great-grandfather asserting that the instrument is rightfully theirs, and with 
his family staking their own claim, Ray doesn’t know who he can trust—or whether he will ever 
see his beloved violin again. 
 
 
 
 

 

November  

 



 

Project Hail Mary by Andy Weir   
Ryland Grace is the sole survivor on a desperate, last-chance mission—and if he fails, humanity 
and the earth itself will perish. Except that right now, he doesn’t know that. He can’t even 
remember his own name, let alone the nature of his assignment or how to complete it. 
 
All he knows is that he’s been asleep for a very, very long time. And he’s just been awakened to 
find himself millions of miles from home, with nothing but two corpses for company. His 
crewmates dead, his memories fuzzily returning, Ryland realizes that an impossible task now 
confronts him. Hurtling through space on this tiny ship, it’s up to him to puzzle out an 
impossible scientific mystery—and conquer an extinction-level threat to our species. 
 
And with the clock ticking down and the nearest human being light-years away, he’s got to do it 
all alone. Or does he? 
 
 

December-no meeting 
 
 
January 
 

Mad Honey by Jodi Picoult 
 

 
 



Olivia McAfee knows what it feels like to start over. Her picture-perfect life—living in Boston, 
married to a brilliant cardiothoracic surgeon, raising a beautiful son, Asher—was upended when 
her husband revealed a darker side. She never imagined she would end up back in her sleepy 
New Hampshire hometown, living in the house she grew up in, and taking over her father's 
beekeeping business. 
 
Lily Campanello is familiar with do-overs, too. When she and her mom relocate to Adams, New 
Hampshire, for her final year of high school, they both hope it will be a fresh start.  
 
And for just a short while, these new beginnings are exactly what Olivia and Lily need. Their 
paths cross… 
 
Mad Honey is a riveting novel of suspense, an unforgettable love story, and a moving and 
powerful exploration of the secrets we keep and the risks we take in order to become ourselves. 
 
 
 
February 
 

 
 
Rules of Magic by Alice Hoffman 
 
For the Owens family, love is a curse that began in 1620, when Maria Owens was charged with 
witchery for loving the wrong man. 
 
Hundreds of years later, in New York City at the cusp of the sixties, when the whole world is 
about to change, Susanna Owens knows that her three children are dangerously unique. From the 
start Susanna sets down rules for her children 
 
But when her children visit their Aunt Isabelle, in the small Massachusetts town where the 
Owens family has been blamed for everything that has ever gone wrong, they uncover family 
secrets and begin to understand the truth of who they are. Yet, the children cannot escape love 
even if they try, just as they cannot escape the pains of the human heart. The two beautiful sisters 
will grow up to be the memorable aunts in Practical Magic, while Vincent, their beloved brother, 
will leave an unexpected legacy. 
 



March 

 

 

The Personal Librarian by Heather Terrell and Victoria Christopher 
 
A remarkable novel about J. P. Morgan’s personal librarian, Belle da Costa Greene, the Black 
American woman who was forced to hide her true identity and pass as white in order to leave a 
lasting legacy that enriched our nation. In her twenties, Belle da Costa Greene is hired by J. P. 
Morgan to curate a collection of rare manuscripts, books, and artwork for his newly built 
Pierpont Morgan Library. Belle becomes a fixture in New York City society and one of the most 
powerful people in the art and book world, known for her impeccable taste and shrewd 
negotiating for critical works as she helps create a world-class collection. 
 
But Belle has a secret, one she must protect at all costs. She was born not Belle da Costa Greene 
but Belle Marion Greener. She is the daughter of Richard Greener, the first Black graduate of 
Harvard and a well-known advocate for equality. Belle’s complexion isn’t dark because of her 
alleged Portuguese heritage that lets her pass as white—her complexion is dark because she is 
African American. 
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